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Mission Statement:  We educate our students, preparing them to excel 

at the next academic level by upholding Christ-centered, family values 

that honor sacrifice, service and the human person. 
  

  

  Celebrating the  Ministry of Catholic Education 

th

  

 
 

Saint John the Baptist School 

2018-2019 

School Profile 

and 

5-Year Strategic Plan 

SERVING PLUM AND THE EASTERN SUBURBS OF PITTSBURGH SINCE 1959 

418 UNITY CENTER ROAD — PITTSBURGH, PA 15239 — 412-793-0555 

www.stjohnthebaptistparish.net 



PEOPLE AND PROFILE  

CLERGY - Father Kevin Poecking joined Saint John the Baptist as Priest  
Administrator in September of 2016.  He quickly came to realize the amazing 
community that Saint John the Baptist School has to offer.  “Since my first 
days after arriving here, I have been very impressed with the quality of our 
teachers, the dedication of our parents, and the beauty and safety of our    
campus.” Father George Dalton and Father David DeWitt will be joining 
the Parishes of Oakmont, Plum & Verona in the Fall of 2018 and join    
Deacons Joe Vannucci and Tim Noca, also serving the school community. 

 

LEADERSHIP - Mr. Philip “Beau” Quattrone is “very honored and blessed” to be the 
Principal of St. John the Baptist School.  “As Principal, I promise a safe, faith
-based learning environment for our children. I am joined in this commitment 
by our amazing faculty and staff who are dedicated to each student’s success 
in the classroom.”  Mr. Quattrone is passionate about Catholic education, as 
evidenced by his decade of teaching and sending his three children through 
Catholic schools.  “Together, with God’s help, we will continue to make an 
already great school an even greater school!” Mrs. Jeannie Loebig is the 
Preschool Director.  With over 100 children, this Preschool is one of the 
largest and most effective in the Region. With dedicated teachers and aides, 
the children are inspired to continue their faith in education and excel into the 
first years of elementary education. 
 
Saint John the Baptist Teachers bring an unparalleled passion to their students and entire school 
community. A certified teacher and highly qualified instructor is found in every classroom!
Kindergarten - Mrs. Wiehagen & Miss Sarah Butterfield; First Grade - Mrs. DiLonardo;  Second 
Grade - Mrs. Brown;  Third Grade - Miss Megan Derry;  Fourth Grade - Mrs. Pahlman;  Fifth 
Grade - Mrs. Harrington;  Sixth Grade & Science, Technology - Miss Drombosky; Seventh Grade 
& Mathematics -  Mrs. Smith; Eighth Grade & Language Arts -  Mrs. Poznik; ; Spanish &         
Religion – Mrs. Dombroski.  
  

 

2018-2019 Highlights 

• Added a Kindergarten classroom and hired Miss Sarah 
Butterfield (left) to teach that class. 

• Added a Kindergarten enrichment program called 
KinderPlus taught by Miss Erin Derry (formerly in our    
preschool program). 

• A new library space in the Church Annex.  

• Hired Spanish & Religion teacher Mrs. Katie Dombro-
ski (below left) to teach these subjects to all grades. 

• Mrs. Wiehagen (right) begins her 40th year of teaching.  
Last year, she won the Golden Apple Award for        
excellence in teaching in the Diocese of Pittsburgh 

• Major enhancements to our Music Program with the 
purchase of new instruments and sheet music due to a 
generous benefactor. 

• Welcomed a new 3D printer to our technology lab. 
 



STRATEGY & PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE  

In the Spring of 2018, Father Poecking and Mr. Quattrone led a small group of parents and parish 
finance and pastoral council representatives through a self analysis of Saint John the Baptist’s most 
notable strengths and potential areas for growth. The strategic plan initiates a new Mission        
Statement with plans for growth and improvement.  In collaboration with the school’s Advisory 
Board and the Faculty working the Middle States Accreditation Process, Saint John the Baptist 
School is well-positioned for the next decades and beyond.   
 
Currently, St. John the Baptist school is heavily funded by 
both a sizable parish subsidy and successful fundraising.  
Those sources of funding will be sustained, but also cannot 
increase. To keep up with rising costs, we must increase  
enrollment.  Due to the demographics in the Plum and     
surrounding area, this is possible, demonstrated by the     
recent growth in the school this academic year.  As we grow      
enrollment, tuition can be reduced, and also begin to cover 
educational improvements and investments in the school.  
New additions to the science and computer lab, “mathlete” 
programs, enhancements to the art, music and drama pro-
grams, training and certifying more teachers in reli-
gious education, will ensure our quality of education 
is not only excellent, but continuously improving. 
 
By 2022-2023 academic year, we hope to be able to 
boast these facts: 
• On a clear path to 200 students 
• Tuition reduction to $3,950 (under $4,000) 
• 10-15% reinvestment in STREAM (science,      

technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) 
• Celebrate 60 years of Elementary and Middle 

School Education and 50 years of Preschool. 
 
At the beginning of this school year, we have increased our faculty and signed a 5 year commitment 
with Slippery Rock University for student teachers to select St. John the Baptist School for their 
training.  Student teachers will have the option to experience a high quality academic institution for 
early childhood education, elementary or middle level education with a faith-based program that   
enhances the academic and well-rounded student. 

Tuition
45%

Donations & 
Other 4%

Fundraising
12%

Parish Subsidy
32%

Diocesan 
Subsidy 7%

Current Sources of Funding

Tuition
65%

Donations & 
Other 2%

Fundraising
10%

Parish Subsidy
20%

Diocesan 
Subsidy 3%

5 Year Projected Sources of Funding



Thriving Pre-School Program offers LEADERSHIP opportunities for 
 Middle School students: 

 

Since the Preschool Program was relocated to the main 
school building in 2013, there has been new opportunity for 
collaboration with Saint John the Baptist K-8 students. 
While the Preschool students have their own safe and   se-
cure wing in the building there is regular interaction with 
their older student “buddies.” This encourages leadership in 
older students and service to others.  Sports and other    
programs are seen as opportunities for social, physical and 
spiritual health. 

  
Academic Excellence & Technology  
Saint John the Baptist students consistently 
score two years higher (grade equivalency) than 
the      national average, starting in just the third 
grade.  Notably, the longer Saint John students      
remain enrolled in the school, the greater the 
achievement gap results. By seventh and 

eighth grades, the difference is three to four years on average. Students 
have increasing opportunities to learn with advanced computer and   
information systems technology. Most students who attend St. John are 
inducted into the National    Honor Society at area high schools; many 
are students in the top of their graduating classes and receive scholarships for college.  

 

A Community of Beauty and Warmth 
Saint John the Baptist School has a community like no other. The intangibles that come from a faith 
based education include the annual Christmas Concert and Passion Play 
celebrated with a wider church community. Mothers, fathers, and grand-
parents are recognized in special ways throughout the year. 

Thanks in large 
part to a very    

active and         
involved PTG, our 
community looks      
forward to events 
such as the annual 

bonfire and    
Mission Day,  The 

community also 
gathers to support 

its school and   
parish with its  

extremely popular 
Lenten Fish Fry, 
summer Family  

Fun Festival, and  
annual Gala.   

  


